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Course Description

This course provides an overview of current and future challenges in
international security. The course covers current, relevant security concepts,
including inter-state conflict, ethnic conflict, nuclear deterrence, arms control,
WMD proliferation, terrorism collective security/alliances, human security,
biosecurity, cyber security, and environmental changes that have come to the
fore in global politics. The lectures evaluate critically the core concepts and
theories in the discipline and are designed to give students a ‘head start’ for
understanding the readings. Although not everyone's interest in studying
international politics is theoretical, one of the central messages of the course
is that different theoretical approaches generate different images of the world
that build on particular assumptions. Therefore, the course will help them
understand the worldview they bring to studying global politics and global
security analysis. It will evolve and strengthen critical thinking, writing,
research, and public speaking skills in a classroom environment that is
cooperative and respectful and facilitates, as much as possible, the
participation and inclusion of everyone's voice with respect for diversity of

opinion.

Courses Outcomes

By the end of the course, students should be able to:

o Demonstrate a good understanding of key concepts and perspectives
used to discuss and theorize security and be familiar with critical
debates in contemporary security studies.

o Develop a critical understanding of the relationship between security
theory and practice and how different theoretical approaches to
security frame our ways of understanding contemporary issues

differently, as well as revealing assumptions and normative values



(implicit or explicit) about the nature of politics, who the legitimate
political actors are, and prioritize specific issues over others.

o Understand the role of theory as not just explanatory but also as
constitutive of policy and the perceived policy options available.

o Be familiar with several key contemporary issues and debates

prominent within the field of security studies

f. Course Objectives
Primary goals of the course include increasing understanding of the
transnational and emerging threats and opportunities in international security
as well as future trends in security paradigms to help them develop a rational
and cognitive understanding of the global security environment with a
futuristic approach and its implications for contemporary international
relations. This course aims to alert students to other ways of seeing things.
This should allow students to make a more confident decision about their

stance towards particular issues and analyze them more thoroughly.

g. Course Contents
Week 1. Course Introduction; Familiarization with Security
Week 2: Power, Politics and Human nature in International Security:

Origins of wars, introduction of national and International

Security

Week 3: Paradigm Shift in Concept of Security: Extended and Broadened
Concepts of Security

Week 4: Comprehensive Discussion on Critical Security Studies

Week 5: Cold War threats to security: Balance of Power, Deterrence,
Containment, and Nuclear Rivalry views international security

from the prison of bipolar rivalry

Week 6: Post-Cold War threats to national/international security; New

Wars, terrorism, internal conflicts

Week 7: Resolving transnational threats: self-help or collective security
approaches?
Week 8: Ethnic-based Conflict and Humanitarian Intervention: “Soft

Security”



Week 9: Mid-Term Exam
Week 10: Intelligence and Coercive Diplomacy in Security
Week 11: Nuclear Security

Week 12; Terrorism, Unconventional Warfare, Transnational Crime and

Security
Week 13:  Cyber security
Week 14:  Biosecurity
Week 15 Space Security
Week 16:  Final Exam
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